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army was a compact unit and soon went into action.
In the early autumn it was again on Serbian soil, fighting
the Bulgars. On the 3oth September it stormed
Kaimakchalan. On the igth November Alexander
drove into Monastir (Bitol), which had fallen to the
Serbian army. That was, however, all. There was no
winter offensive. The forces in front of Alexander
were too great. During all the following year the
Salonika armies marked time. The aspect of Europe
at war changed because Imperial Russia collapsed in
revolution. The fall of Nicholas II was naturally a
great blow both to King Peter and to the Regent.
They believed in freedom but had no illusions as to
Lenin and Trotsky.

King Peter said, "We Serbs are all peasants, but
free peasants. My grandfather was a peasant and I
set more store by that than by my throne/' But that
did not mean he would ever fight for a dictatorship of
working-class politicians. Bom Peter and Alexander
had an unpleasant experience of politicians, whom they
regarded as the necessary parasites of a state.

Then America entered the war and it was the signal
for great numbers of Serb, Croat and Slovene immigrants
volunteering for the Salonika army. In June, Alexander
edited a manifesto to the effect that he was fighting for
a free Jugoslav state combining the three peoples, Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes, in one.

All through the following year the Salonika army
grew. In September, 1918, the great offensive began,
British, French, Italian, Russian, Serb contingents and
armies at length co-ordinated and fully equipped.
Marshal Franchet d'Esperey was in command, but the
spear-head of the forces was the army of Alexander.
The time had come. The Germans had shot their
bolt. Bulgars, lacking support, withdrew, crumpled
up. The army of Salonika struck and triumphed. It
made an end of the war. Before the end of the month
an armistice was concluded with Bulgaria. On the